
Outline for Advising & Engagement 

1. Advising Process for the HCA Transition 
1.1 Initial Assessment & Planning 

 
• Timing: Upon admission to the PTA program. 
• Action: Assess academic history to identify courses that fulfill both PTA prerequisites 

and align with HCA requirements. 
 
1.2 General Education Course Alignment 

 
• Timing: Before and during the PTA program. 
• Action: Advise on selecting General Education courses that meet both PTA and HCA 

emphasis requirements prior to joining the HCA Program. 
• Key Courses: 

o ENGL 1010/2010 
o MATH 1040 (Statistics) or STAT 2040 (Business Statistics) 
o Life Sciences courses that could be transferred (e.g., BIOL 2320/2325, BIOL 

2420/2425) 
 
1.3 Core Population Health Requirements 

 
• Timing: After completion of PTA program and during HCA program. 
• Action: Guide students through the Population Health core courses that are 

prerequisites for HCA emphasis courses. 
• Key Courses: 

o HLTH 3010: Population & Community Health 
o HLTH 3020: U.S. & World Health Systems 
o HLTH 4010: Biostatistics & Epidemiology 

 
1.4 HCA Emphasis Course Planning 

 
• Timing: As part of the upper-division course planning. 
• Action: Focus on HCA emphasis courses that will prepare students for administrative 

roles in healthcare. 

• Key Courses: 
o HLTH 3385: Healthcare Quality and Safety 
o HLTH 3400: Healthcare Project Management 
o HLTH 3500: Health Organization Financial Analysis 

 
  



1.5 HCA Emphasis Elective Requirements 
 

• Timing: When selecting electives within the HCA emphasis. 
• Action: Recommend electives that will enhance the student's expertise in healthcare 

administration. 
• Elective Options: 

o COMM 3180: Provider and Patient Relations 
o HLTH 3600: Patient Navigation 
o HLTH 3310: Health Promotion 

 
1.6 Continuous Advising & Professional Development 

 
• Timing: Throughout the HCA program. 
• Action: Offer guidance on internships, career opportunities in healthcare 

administration, and preparation for potential certifications. 
• Considerations: 

o Discuss the integration of healthcare administration theory and practice. 
o Guide students toward the Population Health Internship (HLTH 4920R) for 

hands-on experience. 

 

  


